CHOPIN
Piano
ConcertoNo.

Beethoven: Egmont Overture
Chopin: Piano Concerto No. 1
Dvorak: Symphony No. 8

Soloist: Wojciech Wisniewski
Conductor: Gary Stavrou
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Sunday June 28th 2009, 2.30pm
Macquarie University Theatre

FREE PARKING FOR CONCERT-GOERS IN CARPARKS W4 AND X3 ONLY

FEATURED ARTIST

WojciechWisniewskiwasbornin1981inNowa
Sol in Poland, where he started playing the
piano at the age of seven.

AfterhisarrivalinAustraliain2004, heobtained
BachelorofMusicwithFirstClassHonours(2007)
atTheAustralianinstituteof Music, studyingas
afullscholoarshipstudentwithPhillipShovk. At
presentheisastudentofNataliaSheludiakova
attheSydneyConservatoriumofMusic (Doctor
of Musical Arts).

In February 2009 Wojciech was invited by
ProfessorJackRichardstogivearecitalinNew
Zealand and to record music of New Zealand-
based composer Helen Bowater.

Lastyearhewasselectedoutof240competitors
toparticipateinthe2008SydneyInternational
Piano Competition.



The closing date for the 2009 Balmain Sinfo-
nia Concerto Competition for Strings is fast
approaching. If you know of a talented string
player under 24 years of age who may not be
aware of this competition, could you please
bring it to their attention. This year, for the
first time, we will be holding the competition
atMacquarieUniversity. Theheatsareopento
thepublicwithoutcharge,andMacquariestu-
dents, inparticular,areencouragedtoattend.
Further details are on our website.

Although a prolific composer of solo piano
pieces, Chopindid not write much for orches-
tra. He did, however, leave us two wonderful
piano concertos.

Forournextconcertweperformthefirstof his
twoconcertosbyhiscompatriot, youngPolish
pianist Wojciech Wisniewski.

Those of youwho followed last year’s Sydney
International Piano Competition may recall
that Wojciech was one of the participants.

The Music

Beethoven: Eymont Overture
Beethoven’s composition, although based on
the play by Goethe, also expresses his own
political commentary and beliefs. The play
relatestothefightbetweenCountEgmontand
the Duke of Albe. Egmont, a Flemish warrior,
refuses to give up his land to the Duke and is
imprisoned and sentenced to death. Egmont
longs for fair justice and liberty and this is
opposed to Albe’s tyrannical authority.

Beethoven’s incidental music combines the
subject matter of Goethe’s play with his own
political preoccupations with justice and
national liberty, which he also explores in his
Leonora and Coriolan overtures.

Chopin: Piano Concerto No.1

Chopin’s Piano Concerto No. 1in E minor was
composed in 1830 and was first performed
by Chopin himself in his farewell concert
before leaving Warsaw and moving toFrance.
The concerto was received very well by the
audience at the time and was by all accounts
a success.

Chopin composed two piano concertos. Both
were large-scale compositions that required
immenseskillfromthesoloist, drawingonthe
soloist’stechnicalskillsandmusicality. Chopin
workedonbothconcertossimultaneouslyand
although the Concerto No 1 was performed
first, his ConcertoNo 2 wasin fact completed
earlier.

Frederic Chopin
(©John Minnion, with permission from

Chopin makes significant reference to Polish
folkmusicinhispianoconcertos. HisConcerto
No. 1drawsgreatlyontraditionalPolishdances
including the Mazurka.

Dvorak: Symphony No. 8

Dvorak’s Symphony No. 8 in G major was
composedbetween26August and8November
1889 in Bohemiaand was premieredin Prague
on 2 February 1890.

Unlike the Seventh Symphony whichisstormy
and romantic, Dvorak’s Eighth Symphony is
cheery and draws heavily on Bohemian folk
music as inspiration. The symphony has a
warm and optimistic tone and although it is
notaswidelyknownorasfrequently playedas
theNinth Symphony, itisabeautifulwork that
highlights Dvorak’s great skill as a composer.



